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e —

(Ao Al A IS8 1 aAl g dgg
o3l gilA S 3 i

(R S ) Lada) ) alia



Esperance

' What
' Associations with health |










*inellectul impairment.

lead poisoning of earth-eating children




Aetiology
()
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[ cultural theory ]

[ organoleptic model]

physiological theories: Iron-zinc]

emerging theory: innate immune sys’rem}

: hygiene hypo’rhesis}




Prevalence

- Geophagy in African populations

YA=Y++% in pregnant women

Y¥% in African children
' reported from numerous other human populations

many animal species
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METHODS

in Esperance, Western Australia, during a period of
seven months were encouraged by receptionist staff to
fill out a simple questionnaire while waiting to be

attended

children aged Y-% years



Table V. Frequency of pica

Soil Paper Paint Hair Ice Other
Never YAY \RAY% Y.d V14¥ Ve VOF
Lessthanoncea YY Y'Y K V¥ 4 v
month
Once amonthor 7 0 ¥ 4 h.3Y §
more
Once a week or A Yo ) 3 Y ¢ ¥
more
Daily or more . ) . \ A A
Did not respond Al ¥ Al Al Y F¥
Total YvY Yvyy YvY Yvyy YvY Yvyy




Table Y. Pica substances

Amount Soil Paper Paint Hair Ice Other
None YAA R Y4 ¢ 19 A¥ VFY
About a VY ¥ )¢ \R YA 10
tablespoon

About halfacup A A . . FY A
About a cup . ) . \ A )
More than one cup * ) . . # e

Did not respond Ve A B K o 4
Total YvY Yyy Yyy YYYy Yyy YyYy




.-

- -

Pica prevalence (%)
SR8L S

oW O O

B o pica

]

Age divisons and combined totals




Figure Y. Pi
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Gender divisions and combined totals




| pica occurred in &+ of the YYY participants ]

. Pagophagia:in Y'Y children}

[ non-pagophagic pica : Y\ children, “.V%]







Weaknesses of the study

—_—

{they live near the shire boundaries, closer to other towns}

[ boundary an arbitrary was chosen}










